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sin, and then to damn him for sinning ? That is
the problem to which no answer can be given ; and
which already implies a confusion of ideas. We
apply the conception of justice in a sphere where
it is not applicable, and naturally fail to get any
intelligible answer.

It is impossible to combine the conceptions of God
as the creator and God as the judge; and the logical
straits into which the attempt leads are represented
by the endless free-will controversy. I will not now
enter that field of controversy: and I will only indi-
cate what seems to me to be the position which we
must accept in any scientific discussion of our prob-
lem. Hume, as I think, laid down the true prin-
ciple when he said that there could be no a priori
proof of a matter of fact. An a priori truth is a
truth which cannot be denied without self-contradic-
tion, but there can never be a logical consideration in
supposing the non-existence of any fact whatever.
The ordinary appeal to the truths of pure mathe-
matics is, therefore, beside the question. All such
truths are statements of the precise equivalence of
two propositions. To say that there are four things
is also to say that there are two pairs of things: to
say that there is a plane triangle is also to say that
there is a plane trilateral. One statement involves
the other, because the difference is not in the thing